           BELLANCA AIRFIELD CLASSIC HANGAR 

                            OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
    The Friends of Bellanca Airfield, Inc. (FoBA) advised that an Open House will be held on Oct 17th, at the Air Service Inc. Hangar on Rte 273 & Centerpoint Blvd in New Castle, DE. The hangar will be open from 10AM to 4 PM with a brief business session for members at 2 PM. The open house will feature  Bellanca airplanes under restoration, feature an exhibition of Aviation Art, Historic Bellanca photographs plus models, photos and artifacts of the Golden Age of Aviation. There will be a talk on G. M. Bellanca by Francis Ianni.  

   In addition there will be Radio Controlled Model Plane demonstration  flights  and  model displays by members of the Radio Control Model Club of Delaware.  Antique Autos will be on display and a low-level fly over  of  authentic  Bellanca Aircraft will take place in the afternoon, weather permitting. Refreshments will be available. Colorful Bellanca baseball caps, T-shirts, license plates, FoBA bumper stickers, and Bellanca postcards will be on sale.

   Phase 1 Restoration of the hangar’s exterior under grants from the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Delaware Dept. of Transportation (DelDot) is completed. Volunteers have done extensive interior work clearing debris,  painting interior walls and FoBA has been exceedingly fortunate in having as volunteers,  professional electricians, who installed authentic period lighting fixtures in the hangar.

   The Air Service Hangar is listed on the National and State of Delaware Registers as an  Historic Site. 

 Sally Monigle has appealed for anyone who worked either at the Bellanca factory, or at Air Service, Inc. at Bellanca Airfield, or who has photos or material related to them, to contact her at 322-3816.  Such items are needed  for  FoBA’s exhibits at the restored hangar’s planned Golden Age of Aviation museum.  Individuals interested in knowing more about the hangar project or volunteering for  FoBA’s numerous tasks are welcome.

   Regular FoBA meetings are held most Mondays at the ASI Hangar at Bellanca Field at Rt 273 and in New Castle.  All are welcome to attend and participate in our planning sessions.  If you would like to receive Friends of Bellanca Airfield, Inc. meeting notices by E-Mail, send your e-mail address to our website at friendsofbellanca.org  or  FoBA P.O. Box 267  New Castle, DE 19720.  For more information call 322-1861 or  762-9057.
